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1.0  Introduction 
 
 
A message from Bill Jefferson OBE,  
Chair of Silloth in Bloom 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Welcome to Silloth 

  
Silloth-on-Solway is a small remote community of under 3000 inhabitants serviced by minor roads and 
severed from the city of Carlisle – and effectively from the outside world – by the loss of its single-track 
railway to the Beeching axe in 1964.  That link  defined the existence of Silloth as a flourishing Victorian 
holiday resort and busy sea-port built by Carlisle businessmen in the 1860s and the loss of that link led to a 
widespread belief that Silloth could not survive.  That belief was not shared by its community and so 
started the long battle for survival. A national newspaper in the 1970’s described Silloth as “the forgotten 
hidden jewel”. 
  
The beauty of the wild Solway Coast was recognised in 1964 – just after the railway closed – by its national 
designation as an Area of Outstanding National Beauty (AONB), but it would be almost forty years before 
Silloth was reborn as the capital of the Solway Coast AONB. In 2000, the creation of a small mosaic on the 
Green by schoolchildren and the town team came to symbolise the vision for the future where 
environmental responsibility, historical understanding, community dedication, conservation and natural 
beauty were all interlinked and for which we were all ultimately responsible. 
  
After extensive community consultation and at some financial cost (highest local precept in Cumbria), the 
Silloth Green Restoration HLF Project was agreed in 2009 and completed last year.  The final evaluation 
report reads “The outcome is a record of what a small remote community can achieve through the efforts 
of its own people when they come together to breathe life and hope into the focused realisation of a 
dream shared by all”. 
  
Our subsequent close involvement with Green Flag, Cumbria in Bloom and finally Britain in Bloom has taken 
us to yet another level and as we approach our second invitation to represent Silloth on the national stage 
we have listened carefully to what the CiB and  BiB judges have said to us. We are deeply grateful to the 
RHS, local regional and national for their continued interest, support and advice and we are playing a much 
fuller role in the Bloom campaign. We shall host the annual CiB event this year in Silloth in the recently 
refurbished Golf Hotel. Last year's BiB judges will remember they stayed in this hotel still undergoing a total 
refurbishment during their August 2016 visit. We feel we have made good progress on our steep learning 
curve and look forward to taking you round again this year.  Continuous exposure to strong winds and 
heavy rains do dictate and shape what can be achieved but our vision remains - to become a model of 
ecological and environmental excellence within the magic of our green space and the glorious setting with 
which we are blessed. 
  
We hope you will enjoy your visit and share our pride in the progress we continue to make.  
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2.0 History 
 
Silloth’s ‘In Bloom’ involvement began in 2014 when Allerdale Borough Council entered the town in the 
Coastal Resort category in the Cumbria in Bloom competition for the first time. 

After hearing the news in early 2016 that Silloth had been chosen as a finalist in the UK wide RHS ‘Britain in 
Bloom’ campaign, the Council’s Parks Committee discussed the way forward and called a meeting of local 
people, who subsequently formed ‘Silloth in Bloom’. The clear aim was to continue supporting existing 
volunteer projects and take innovative new ideas forward.   

Silloth’s bid to win an award in the Britain in Bloom campaign is supported by the Town Council, the 
grounds maintenance team and by volunteers from the local community, who are extremely proud of the 
town and its heritage.  

Committee Members: 

• Chairman: Bill Jefferson 
• Secretary & Co-ordinator: Wendy Jameson 
• Horticultural Adviser:  Toni Magean from Allerdale Borough Council 
• Silloth Town Council Representatives on Cumbria in Bloom: Chris Graham (to Apr 2017) & Bill Jefferson 
• Heritage Rose and Bee Garden: Vivian Russell 
• Community Garden: Ann Winter 
• RNLI: Eddie Studholme 
• Discovery Centre Garden: Ann Harrison, Maureen Irving, Frances Jackson, Jean Carr & Pat Bell 
• Christ Church: Bryan Rothwell, Tim Barker & Lawrence Marshall 
• Soldiers in Silloth: Tim Barker 
• Silloth Chamber of Trade: Don Graham (to Apr 2017) 
• Silloth Tourism Action Group: Owen Martin 
• Friends of Silloth Green: Owen Martin 
• Silloth Rotary Club: John Cook 

3.0  Achievements 
 

Britain in Bloom 
 

2016 
• Silver Gilt Award in the Coastal Town (up to 12k) 

category 

• Bill Jefferson OBE was recognised for his exceptional 
commitment and dedication to Britain in Bloom in his 
community and was presented with an RHS Britain in 
Bloom Community Champion Award. 

2017 
• Finalist in the Coastal Town (up to 12k) category 

 

Cumbria in Bloom 
 

2014 
• Coastal Resort Trophy 

• Runner up in the Town Centre category 

• Silloth’s Community Garden was awarded runner up in the Special Category of Continental Landscapes 

BILL JEFFERSON & TONY MARKLEY RECEIVING THE COASTAL TOWN 

(UP TO 12K) AWARD 
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2015 

• Coastal Resort Trophy 

• Continental Landscapes Trophy was awarded to Silloth for the Community Garden and the new Bee 
Loving Garden 

• Community Garden and the Heritage Rose & Bee Garden were individual winners in the Britain in 
Bloom Royal Horticultural Society ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’ Category, each gaining a Level 5 
‘Outstanding’ result 

2016 

• Gold Award – Coastal Resort Trophy for the third year running 

• Allerdale Trophy for “Best in Borough”. 

• Rickerby Ltd Trophy, as Best Overall Town and Urban Community 

• Amberol Trophy for the Best Sustainable Development Town 

• The Discovery Centre garden which is looked after by the Causewayhead WI ladies was runner up in 
the Special Category for the Continental Landscapes Trophy 

• Silloth Golf Club was runner up for the Cumbria Tourism Rose Bowl awarded to Self-catering 
Establishments & Visitor Attractions 

• Community Garden and the Heritage Rose & Bee Garden were individual winners of the Royal 
Horticultural Society ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’ Awards, each gaining a Level 5 ‘Outstanding’ result. 

• Heritage Rose and Bee Garden was also awarded the Royal Horticultural Society ‘It’s Your 
Neighbourhood’ National Certificate of Distinction. 

• Vivian Russell was recognised for her ‘Outstanding contribution to Cumbria in Bloom’ with a 
Community Champion Award. 

 
 
 
The Awards are a tremendous achievement for the whole town 
and reflects all the hard work and preparation put in by everyone 
concerned, over many months. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Green Flag 
Silloth Green was awarded a Green Flag in 2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016, and is awaiting the outcome of its 
2017 application. A Green Flag Award recognises well-managed, high-quality green spaces. 

In 2016, the Heritage Rose & Bee Garden on Silloth Green won a Bees’ Needs Award. The Award is run in 
conjunction with Defra and the National Pollinator Strategy. The Award is presented to Green Flag Award or 
Green Flag Community Award winning parks and green spaces in England that have made improvements to 
encourage pollinators across towns, cities and the wider countryside.  

              

 
 
 
 

 

 

MEMBERS OF THE SILLOTH IN BLOOM TEAM WITH TROPHIES AND 

CERTIFICATES WON IN THE 2016 CUMBRIA IN BLOOM COMPETITION 

VIVIAN RUSSELL RECEIVING THE BEES’ NEEDS AWARD 
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4.0 Judges’ Comments 
 

After being welcomed to the town by the Mayor of Silloth, Tony Markley, the tour began at the Community 
Garden on the corner of Silloth Green. The Britain in Bloom judges were given a guided tour of the town 
and introduced to the dedicated and enthusiastic volunteers, and other key individuals, whose pride in their 
individual projects and in the town, shone through.  After the tour, there was a reception at the Golf Hotel 
which was an opportunity to meet the judges and chat over some lunch before they left for their next visit. 

Horticultural Achievement 
Areas of Achievement: 
• Voluntary effort in maintaining the sports ground was noted and the WI bed at the Discovery Centre 

was well maintained with appropriate planting. Good business support was evident throughout the 
tour. The Bee Garden had very appropriate planting of a quality that was evidently more than 
sufficient as demonstrated by the quantity and variation of the wildlife attracted to the area. 
Magnificent project which attracts visitors and school trips. 

• The Green is generally very good and as well as the Bee Garden it houses a new bed on Criffel Street. 
Judges were impressed with the use of a local variety of sweet pea in the baskets and this offers many 
other potential uses for these plants.  

Areas for Development: 
• Consider changing the perennial wildflower bed in the community garden to an annual wildflower 

display which would not need any maintenance and may be more appropriate in an urban setting. Also 
weed growth within the Community Garden and around the fountain. 

• Judges thought business showed support and made an effort but suggested consideration be given to 
increasing the size of the baskets which would be easier to maintain or to use bespoke designed 
planters on the wide pavements which could be sponsored by local and other businesses. 

• While the judges praised the use of a local cultivar of sweet pea, they are not appropriate for the 
baskets and could perhaps be used in another location such as the church grounds. It would be nice to 
see the sloping ground at the Victorian toilets tidied.  

• Consult with a tree expert regarding the required maintenance of monkey-puzzle trees at St Andrew’s 
Church 

Our Actions: 
• Wildflower bed in the Community Garden was stripped and sowed with Follers Manor Annuals 100% 

Wildflower Mix in April. Unfortunately, it was not successful, as a lot of the seeds didn’t germinate due 
to a very long dry spell. Friends of the Green obtained a small grant of £500 from the Silloth-on-Solway 
Community Shop and the decision was made to replant the bed with a selection of new shrubs, to add 
some interest and additional colour to the garden. (See Appendix 5) 

• Local businesses have again supported the ‘in bloom’ preparations this year by purchasing tubs and 
hanging baskets which brighten up the town, with a number of businesses doing their own displays. 
Silloth in Bloom has supported the local charity shops and RNLI station by providing their tubs and 
baskets for free. 

• Following the judges’ comments last year, some wooden planters and trellis have been constructed 
and erected on Criffel Street by the Town Council grounds maintenance team, to accommodate the 
sweet peas and create a colourful feature. 

• The sloping ground at the Edwardian toilet block has been tidied up. Some of the shrubs were 
relocated into the middle of the bed or elsewhere on the Green and a one metre band was cleared 
right round the bed and the ground prepared ready for sowing some wildflower mix. In April, the bed 
was sown with Follers Manor Annuals 100% Wildflower Mix which includes the following UK 
provenance native species: Corn Chamomile, Corncockle, Cornflower, Corn Marigold, Scentless 
Mayweed & Field Poppy. Plus Cultivated Annuals including: Gypsophila, Ammi majus, Coreopsis, 
Nigella, Linaria, Phacelia, California & Shirley Poppies. 

• Advice has been sought from a tree expert from Cumbria County Council regarding the maintenance of 
the monkey puzzle trees at St Andrew’s Church and the relevant action will be taken 
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Environmental Responsibility 
Areas of Achievement: 
• This is a strong section for this community. 

• The fascinating Bee Garden is the jewel in the crown of the environmental efforts of this community, 
with the infectious knowledge of Vivian Russell never failing to rub off on everyone she meets. The 
AONB is enhanced by the golf course, which in itself enjoys Site of Special Scientific Interest status and 
is host to the rare amphibian the Natterjack toad. 

• The local heritage is acknowledged through the Victorian toilets, the Solway sweet peas. Pagoda, 
Story-telling chair and the old lighthouse. 

• The storytelling chair at the Community garden was constructed by the Solway Woodcarvers and had 
interesting heritage items inscribed therein, all combining to make this an interesting and popular 
piece of art in the landscape.  The recycling of the water from the water park is an excellent initiative 
and this water park forms the centrepiece of an impressive new play area that incorporates the living 
landscape that surrounds it. 

• There are excellent interpretation boards throughout The Green. 

Areas for Development: 
• The metal archway at the church seems to be a special installation which would be worthy of 

preserving before the salt air completely obliterates the inscriptions. This could form park of a heritage 
lottery bid. 

• The judges would have liked to have seen more of the AONB area. The use of chemicals on the green 
to control growth around the grass edges can be achieved more sympathetically and less excessively. 

• There was extensive weed growth around the drinking fountain and there was a small amount of litter 
around the route but more than a little discarded cigarette ends. 

• There are many benches situated around and within the Green and while still serviceable, they require 
attention in the form of varnishing and or painting. Consider engaging with the local authority on how 
you may be able to partner with them in order to have a regular maintenance regime put in place.  For 
instance, could you draw down funding and develop an action plan to evidence this work in the future? 

BED AT THE EDWARDIAN TOILETS PREPARED READY FOR SOWING WITH 

WILDFLOWER SEEDS – APRIL 2017 
BED AT THE EDWARDIAN TOILETS JUST STARTING TO COME INTO BLOOM 

– JULY 2017 

SILLOTH LIFEBOAT STATION WITH HANGING BASKETS ON DISPLAY 
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Our Actions: 
• Christ Church is on Criffel Street, overlooking the Green and is a prominent feature of the town.  

Volunteers Douglas Oliver and Lawrence Marshall from the church have carefully wire brushed and re-
painted the metal archway this year, to protect it from the salt air.  We are looking to have the 
archway professionally restored in the future, using money raised through the Mayor’s charity fund, as 
the Town Council uses the church for its annual Civic service.   

• The judges may like to know that discussions are taking place on an enhanced future which will 
effectively cement Silloth’s position as capital of the Solway Coast AONB.  This would form the basis for 
an environmental school studies programme. 

• The control of weeds and litter is an ongoing issue. The judges’ comments have been noted and more 
care will be taken in the use of pesticides which is always kept to a minimum. 

• This year the park benches have been painstakingly repainted by a local volunteer, Elaine Wannop who 
has spent many hours helping the grounds maintenance team with a number of tasks, including 
weeding, planting and litter picking. The Town Council has put a new regime in place for repainting the 
benches around the Green which will be repainted by the Town Council’s grounds maintenance team 
over the winter months, when more time is available.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOUG OLIVER AT CHRIST CHURCH AFTER 

PAINTING THE METAL ARCHWAY 

BENCH AFTER PAINTING 

BENCH BEFORE PAINTING 

METAL ARCHWAY PRIOR TO PAINTING 
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Community Participation 
Areas of Achievement: 
• Plans for the future including an innovative Hudson plane planter and refurbishment of shelter.  

Excellent communication through their newsletter and social media networks. Informative and well-
sited interpretation boards in use throughout the Green.   

• Work is already underway to apply for funding from various sources to kickstart other projects in the 
community 

• Excellent business support from Harrisons and Stanwix Holiday Park. Queens Hotel should be 
congratulated for starting off a window box scheme that could lead to future initiatives from their 
neighbours. 

• ‘It’s good to get everyone involved’. 

Areas for Development: 
• Think of ways to engage with the youth of the community and create a calendar of events to include 

social activities to keep groups engaging with each other. 

• Work on logo, to give the group an identity, promote ourselves and develop social cohesion. Could do 
worse than settling for the Solway Sweet Pea for your corporate identity. 

• This young Bloom group could be the catalyst for great change within the community and judges look 
forward to hearing of the progress in future years.  

Our Actions: 
• The Queens Hotel has been put forward for a special award in the Cumbria in Bloom competition to 

recognise their efforts with the window boxes and encourage others to do the same. 

• There are various events held on Silloth Green throughout the year which includes Silloth Green Day, 
Silloth Vintage Rally, Carnival and a Music & Beer Festival.  This year there is also a Sports event and a 
number of weekend ‘Gig on the Green’ events.  

• Following reports of anti-social behaviour and some vandalism by youngsters on Silloth Green, various 
meetings were held over the course of the year with youngsters, representatives from the local youth 
clubs, the Police and members of the Town Council, to discuss the way forward. From those meetings, 
it became apparent that the youngsters needed somewhere to meet and it was agreed to look at 
providing a youth shelter. Various designs were looked at and a lot of consideration given to a suitable 
location. A 20ft storage container has been obtained which has been adapted by cutting out one side, 
installing a window and some metal seating which is now fondly known by the youngsters as the ‘tin 
bin’ and is proving to be very popular.   

• A logo has been created for Silloth in Bloom which includes the “Silloth” graphic which has become a 
bit of a corporate logo for the town and is used by several groups i.e. STAG, Vintage Rally and Carnival 
committees. We have also included some sweet peas into the design.  

• See the section about ‘The Way Ahead’ for details of projects that are underway and plans for the 
future. 
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5.0 Horticultural Achievement 
 

A1. The Green 
With a population of just under 3,000 people, Silloth benefits from a large expanse of coastal green space. 
The town's unique 45-acre Green, known as the ‘garden by the sea’ is made up of Skinburness Green, 
Harbour Green and Silloth Green. The latter, known locally as ‘The Green’ lies at the centre of the town. The 
Green boasts formal grassed areas, footpaths wide enough for disability scooters and prams, shrub beds 
and shelter belt woodlands as well as heritage features, such as the refurbished Victorian Pagoda and 
Edwardian Ladies Toilets. In addition, there is a modern children’s splashpad, a small events area, a 
woodland play area and a small amusement arcade. Hard surface tennis courts can be found on 
Skinburness Green. The Green is a designated wildlife corridor and conservation area with the bordering 
Silloth Dunes awarded Site of Specific Scientific Interest (SSSI) status. 

 

A1 and A2. Impact and Practice 
The Council’s ‘Green Flag Management and Maintenance Plan,’ which is available online at 
http://www.sillothcouncil.plus.com/Green%20Flag%20MMP%20-%20Revised%20April%202015.pdf 
provides detailed information to guide the Maintenance Team, who are tasked with maintaining the Town’s 
massive 45-acre Green, as well as other parks and areas in the town. 

Among other jobs related to the Green, the team maintain the grassed areas, clear grass around tree bases 
and obstacles, edge perimeters of lawns and beds, maintain grass banks, maintain the Putting Green; 
maintain shrub beds, and manage the trees and clear pine needles. 

The Council's Maintenance Team also control weeds on footpaths and parking areas, maintain hard 
surfaces such as footpaths, parking areas and steps. They sweep and blow bitmac paths, remove mud from 
paths, top up gravel dressing on rolled gravel paths, top up bark paths in the woodland play area with 
ornamental bark obtained locally, and they check for loose granite setts or paving flags and reset. In 
addition, the team maintain the 60 plus park benches, the drainage system and fences, as well as the 
woodland play area and BMX track. They also service the water play equipment. 

These tasks are necessary to ensure the Green is well maintained and visitor attention is not drawn to areas 
in disrepair or neglect. 

Ne focal points on the Green include the Community Garden, finalised in 2014 and the Heritage Rose and 
Bee Garden, designed, landscaped and planted in 2015. Both gardens benefit from the dedicated 
endeavours of community volunteers.  Council staff are on hand to help as and when necessary. 

 

A3. Community Garden 
Silloth’s Community Garden is on Silloth Green at the corner of Criffel Street and Lawn Terrace. The garden 
was created with funding from Heritage Lottery. In 2013, members of the community outlined what they 
wanted in a community garden and many of their ideas were incorporated into the final design. 

 

The garden was landscaped and planted in early 2014. 60 youngsters from the Solway Community 
Technology School (Year 8), two classes of Primary 6 pupils from Silloth Primary School and children from 
Jelly Tots Nursery came along to the new Community Garden to adopt and help plant a shrub or flower. 

http://www.sillothcouncil.plus.com/Green%20Flag%20MMP
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Friends of the Green volunteers have cared for the garden since it opened in May 2014, adding new plants 
as appropriate. The team is led by Anne Winter. 
 

 

A1.  Impact 
The Community Garden has been planted with coastal tolerant hardy plants that can cope well with salty air 
and strong inland winds. The wildflowers in the wildlife zone attract butterflies and bees. 
 

A2. Practice 
Herbs and grasses have also been used since these are good for textual play, for example, youngsters can 
use their sense of touch and smell, and can be taught which herbs can be used in food, e.g. Rosemary. The 
garden is maintained by a small band of volunteers who work many hours to keep the garden in tip top 
condition. The volunteers’ dead-head, weed and feed the plants, replanting when necessary, and they also 
water the garden using a new watering system installed on site by the Town Council's Maintenance Team. 

 

A3. The Heritage Rose and Bee Garden 
The garden was started from a blank canvas in 2015 for the benefit of our diminishing bees, butterflies and 
other insects, and as a place for gardeners to come for ideas on what to plant for them in their own 
gardens. 
 

It is divided into five themed areas and planted with over 100 species, of which roughly 80% are perennials, 
shrubs or bulbs, and the rest annuals. 
 

The garden is designed to provide pollen and nectar from March onwards, when bumblebee queens 
emerge from hibernation, and continues flowering into early November. We also have larval food plants for 
butterflies and moths, and umbellifers for solitary and social wasps, flies and beetles. 
 

The Bee and Bug Home offers nesting sites for solitary bees, and a dry place for butterflies, moths, beetles, 
ladybirds, spiders, lacewings and earwigs to shelter and over winter. 
 

All insects are welcome and studied with great interest. Each one has a role to play in a garden, and we rely 
on the diversity of plants and creatures to help the garden function as a natural, balanced ecosystem with 
no attempt to control or interfere with their lives. 
 
The most fundamental achievement of this garden, combined with what they are now being taught in 
schools, is that children no longer seem afraid of bees, allowing curiosity, interest and enthusiasm to 
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flourish. These youngsters are the future guardians of our little visitors. 

Plants 
There is a detailed plant list for each area, included in Appendix 2. 

Roses 
Roses were incorporated into the design of the garden at the request of Heritage Lottery who wanted to 
preserve its origin as a rose garden planted in honour of Queen Elizabeth's coronation in 1953. 
They have been used as hedges dividing the four main areas, and as specimens. We have planted the rose 
'Kathleen Ferrier', the renowned contralto, who once lived in Silloth.  
In addition, R. 'Queen Elizabeth' roses, developed by rose breeders to mark the Queen's Coronation, are 
planted on either side of the entrance. 
All the roses are single or loosely double, allowing insects access to the pollen and nectar inside. The roses 
were sourced from Peter Beales's nursery using 'bee friendly' and 'fully hardy' as the main criteria. Two 
Rugosas have been used as hedges at the windy end which we hope will provide windbreaks in due course. 

Box Hedge 
In an effort to stop dogs, balls and toddlers running down 
the bank and into the borders, we planted a hedge of Buxus 
sempervirens sourced from Langley's Boxwood Nursery. It is 
hoped that the coastal winds will keep air circulating, and 
box blight at bay. To strengthen the immune system of the 
box, it is fed with Buxus 'Top Mix', liquid seaweed, Fish, 
Blood and Bone, and Vitax Q4. The hedge will not be pruned 
until it is robust enough, with plenty of new growth coming 
on. It will be cloud pruned, rounded at the top, so that 
water runs down either side and is not trapped on a flat 
surface in the middle. 
 

Development of the Bee Garden 
 

 
 

A1. Impact 
Bee Garden in Bloom 

 
 

STRUCTURE OF THE GARDEN. DIFFERENT 

SECTIONS BEGINNING TO TAKE SHAPE 
ROSES PLANTED IN CHIP BOXES TO AVOID ROSE 

SICKNESS WHICH HAD AFFECTED PREVIOUS 

PLANTS 

A 5 STAR BEE HOTEL FOR THE GARDEN BUILT BY THE 

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE TEAM 
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Horticultural Achievement (Integrating A1. A2. A3.) 
 

Annual Displays along Criffel Street and Lawn Terrace 
The beds, two tiered planters and cement planters have been traditionally planted with low growing 'Non-
Stop Select Mix' begonias.  

 
The beds were all dug over and prepared with some well-rotted animal manure.    
John Innes No 2 was used to replace tired soil in the cement planters, with the old soil distributed in the 
shrub beds. 
 
The plants have been fed with Vitax Q4. There is absolutely no use of herbicides, pesticides, fungicides or 
slug pellets. 
 
The beds and planters are watered using recycled water from the Splash Pool. 
 
When we pull the plants up, they will go into the new composting area in the woodland. This allows any 
eggs or larvae attached to the leaves to complete their life cycle and any harbouring insects to escape. 

 

Features along Criffel Street and Lawn Terrace 
1. Millennium Mosaic 

2. Criffel Street beds 

3. Cement Planters 

4. Two tiered Planters 

5. Sweet Pea planters 
 

Millennium Mosaic on the Green 
Each mosaic was inspired by an aspect of Silloth or the Solway, and created by our local primary school 
children to celebrate the Millennium.  The mosaic sits on its own and is framed by a narrow border. 
 

Choice of Plants and colours 
This is an annual border, traditionally replanted every year with low growing begonias. As the feature is 
surrounded by a large expanse of grass, and has no shelter, it bears the full brunt of the wind sweeping in 
from the sea, across the Green. The plants are therefore low growing, and tightly packed against the wind. 
 
The plants used include: 
To edge the bed, we have used Geranium Pelgardini Lotusland which is a variegated zonal geranium. Zonal 
Geranium has been used for the carpet and Coleus Peters Wonder as a run through. Once the plants 
become established and start to bloom, there will be a lot of colour. In the meantime, the different 
types of foliage provide an interesting display which is one of the reasons the plants were chosen. 
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The plants will go into the woodland composting area when summer is over. 

Criffel Street beds 
This is an annual border, traditionally replanted every year with low growing begonias. 
 

Choice of plants and colours 
Along the front edge of each bed, we have used Lysimachia Outback Sunset. Begonia Bronze Rose and 
Begonia Bronze Red have been used for the carpet, with Coleus Kong as a run through. Impatiens New 
Guinea Pink Frost has been used as an interplant, with its vivid pink flowers. 
 
Once the plants become established and start to bloom there will be a lot of colour. In the meantime, 
the different colours of foliage provide an interesting display which is one of the reasons the plants 
were chosen. 
 
The plants will go into the woodland composting area when summer is over. 
 

 

Cement planters along Criffel Street and Lawn Terrace 
The Cement Planters have been planted with: 
 

Trixi Riverside 
Trixi Spring Valley 
Petunia Crazytime 
Fuschia 

 

Two-tiered planters 
 

The two-tiered planters are planted with: 
 

Helichrysum Silver 

Petunia Heavenly Blue 

Petunia Blue Vein 

Petunia Bubblegum 
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The planters have water reservoirs in them to reduce the frequency of watering required. 

 

Sweet pea planters on Criffel Street 
 
New wooden planters were constructed by the 
Town Council’s grounds maintenance team and new 
trellis was erected along each side of the shrub bed, 
in front of the Public conveniences on Criffel Street. 
Some well-rotted farmyard manure was incorporated 
into the bottom of the planters to provide much 
needed nutrients. Some varieties of the Solway series 
of sweet peas were grown from seed and planted in 
the new planters.  
 

A3. Residential and Community Gardening Town Gardens 
Silloth is set out in a grid pattern with small garden areas.  Pots of blooms and hanging baskets are used by 
many residents to brighten their homes. The Green lies on the other side of Criffel Street with the Solway 
Firth beyond. 
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Discovery Centre Garden 
 

After a request by AONB to help look after the Discovery Centre Garden, the Women's Institute (WI) 
submitted a funding application for a Tree of Life Community Bursary from Taylors of Harrogate. A bursary of 
£100 was granted and put towards a tree and plants. 

 
Since then the ‘Garden Gang,' including (in recent years) Maureen Irving, Pat Bell, Frances Jackson and Jean 
Carr, whose ages range from 70 years old to mid-80s, have looked after the garden, creating a lovely 
colourful display with a variety of plants. The group weed and dead head and generally care for the garden in 
an environmentally friendly fashion. 
 
With the help of other WI members, the Discovery Centre Garden Team have raised money with plant sales 
to keep the project going.  The group have benefitted from help from Silloth Town Council, who help with 
compost and watering during the dry spell. 
 
The ladies have attended all meetings of Silloth in Bloom and are wholly enthusiastic and supportive 
members of the aims of the RHS 

WI LADIES BUSY WEEDING AND PRUNING WITH 
INSECT BOXES READY TO BE PUT UP 

PHOTO SHOWING THE LARGE PHORMIUM 
PLANTS IN THE CENTRE OF THE GARDEN 

MEETING TO DISCUSS PLANS AND POSSIBLE 
IMPROVEMENTS TO THE GARDEN 
 

POPPIES IN FULL BLOOM AFTER THE PHORMIUM WAS REMOVED 
PROVIDING EXTRA SPACE FOR NEW PLANTS 

 

AFTER THE PHORMIUM WAS REMOVED 
PROVIDING EXTRA SPACE FOR NEW PLANTS  

This year, bird and insect boxes have been put up around the garden to encourage wildlife. 
 
A particularly large Phormium plant in the centre of the garden has been removed which has opened up the 
garden enabling other plants to have space and new plants to be introduced.  The Phormium was split and 
re-sited at various locations elsewhere on the Green. 
 
In a small triangular bed, the ladies have created a small herb garden using plants from their own gardens 
and additional ones purchased locally. 
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Allotments 

The Allotments site, situated at Skiddaw Street, is approximately 
3.4 acres in size and is owned and managed by Silloth Town 
Council. There are currently 55 allotment holders, with plots of 
various sizes. 

 

As larger plots become available, they are sometimes divided to 
enable new tenants to have a small plot of a manageable size. The 
income from allotment rents covers the cost of the water bills for 
the site over the year. Each tenant has their own approach to 
horticulture and use of fertiliser. All have free access to water taps 
at various locations throughout the site and they also have their 
own water butts. 

 

The allotments are fully utilized and in order to keep the waiting list to a 
minimum, regular inspections are carried out to ensure plots are being 
maintained in a satisfactory manner.  Should any allotments become 
untidy the allotment holder will be asked to bring it up to a reasonable 
standard; if this does not happen then the allotment holder will be asked 
to relinquish the plot so that it can be allocated to someone on the 
waiting list. 

 

There were plans to set up an Allotment Association but the allotment 
holders preferred a more informal arrangement and now hold their own 
Forum meetings, to which all allotment holders are invited. Three 

representatives from the allotments attend the Town Council’s Allotment Committee meetings which 
provides a good means of communication between the allotment holders and the Council.  A noticeboard 
has also been put up at the allotments to keep everyone up to date with important information. 

 

Silloth Community Hall 
Town Council staff have planted blooms around the Community Hall in 
Petteril Street.  There are three Amberol planters on the railings with 
water reservoirs in them to reduce the frequency of watering required 
and two concrete planters.  Two benches, extra planters and a hanging 
basket have been added this year 
within the grounds of the building.  
 
A strip of ground at the side of the 
building has been cleared of weeds 
and will be sown with wildflower 
seeds. 

 

A4. Business Areas and Premises 
Volunteers from the Chamber of Trade in Silloth approached all shops and businesses in Silloth in May 
2017, with a request that they clean and green their shop fronts. The result was that businesses ordered 66 
hanging baskets and planters. These were distributed to the businesses by the volunteers in June 2017. 

 

66 hanging baskets and planters were delivered to the grounds maintenance yard prior to distributing them 
to local businesses - with help from other willing volunteers. 

 

Flyers were also distributed to businesses, illustrating how to care for the blooms. See C2 in this document 
for copy of flyers. 
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A5. Green Spaces 
Besides the Green, there are several other large green spaces in Silloth.  

 

Silloth also has a sports ground which includes Football and Rugby pitches, Football Changing Rooms and a 
Rugby club. The pitches are looked after by the Town Council’s grounds maintenance team, with some work 
undertaken by the clubs.  Nearby is the popular Eden Street children’s play area which is also looked after 
by the grounds maintenance team who carry out regular safety inspections. 

TUBS & BASKETS READY FOR DELIVERY TO LOCAL SHOPS & BUSINESSES. MANAGER OF CO-OP TAKING DELIVERY OF TUBS, WITH CLLRS. MARK  

ORCHARD, TONY MARKLEY AND GRAHAM WILKINSON 
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Silloth also has its own Bowling 
Club and two bowling greens 
which are up to full specification 
and are maintained by volunteers. 

 

The club was created in 1864 and 
has produced a number of very 
successful players and three 
Cumbrian bowling presidents. 

 

  

Seven good sized 
holiday/caravan sites 
cater for visitors to 
Silloth. The largest, 
Stanwix, has many 
facilities including a 
swimming pool. 

 

Silloth Golf Club 
Since David Grant laid Silloth golf course out in 1892 over the linksland west of the docks it has been a key 
tourist attraction. Over the years the course has evolved, with contributions from two great 
classic designers, Dr Alister MacKenzie and Willie Park Junior. Some of the original sandy wastes remain as 
heroic hazards, but the course is mostly clad in mature dune flora that is ideal for presenting the great 
challenge of links golf. 

EDEN STREET CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA WITH 

SILLOTH BOWLING CLUB IN THE BACKGROUND 
FOOTBALL & RUGBY PITCHES ETC 

SILLOTH BOWLING GREENS 



Page | 20 
 

6.0  Environmental Responsibility 
 

• As much as possible of spent plant and potting material is composted in the newly created composting 
facility. 

• Well-rotted compost and/or leaf mould is added to beds before planting.  

• Litter picks take place around the year by volunteers and Allerdale’s Street scene team.  

• Bird and insect boxes have been put up at the Discovery Centre garden.  

• Insect loving perennial plants are increasingly being planted in shrub beds on the Green  

• Planters in the flower beds along Criffel Street and new planters on the railings at the Community Hall 
have reservoirs to reduce the frequency of watering required 

• Recycling of water from the Splash Pad is used where possible 
 

B1. Conservation and Biodiversity 
Bee Garden 
The saying “Plant and they will come” has been proven here.  In two short years, starting with nothing at 
all, Vivian has recorded many species. The garden now has its own grid reference on the NBN – National 
Biodiversity Network – via iRecord. 
 

Photographs of the more unusual species are verified by BWARS (Bees, Wasps and Ants Recording Society), 
or UK caterpillar experts or Moth experts on Twitter or via dedicated Facebook groups before they are 
submitted. 
 

Vivian can explain in great detail all the different species of bees, wasps, butterflies and moths etc. which 
have been recorded.  Additional information can be obtained from the Silloth in Bloom and Silloth Green 
websites.  
 

In 2016, the Heritage Rose & Bee Garden won a Bees’ Needs Award. The Award is run in conjunction with 
Defra and the National Pollinator Strategy and is presented to Green Flag Award winning parks and green 
spaces in England that have made improvements to encourage pollinators across towns, cities and the 
wider countryside.  

Management of Garden  
Green Material 
A new composting facility has been created in one of the woodland areas for Silloth Green, so all the green 
material is there. This allows any eggs or larvae still attached to the leaves to complete their life cycle, and 
any other insects to escape. 

Leaf mould 
Fallen leaves collected from the trees around the town in the Autumn are stored in black bin liners. 
Providing the leaves have rotted down well, and there is no sign of sprouting sycamore seeds, leaf mould is 
spread on the whole garden in the Spring. 

Feeding 
Well-rotted manure is applied to the whole garden, bar the wild flower area in late November/December. 
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In spring, all the plants, bar the wild flowers, are fed with Vitax Q4 and Fish, Blood and Bone. Seaweed meal 
is applied to the whole surface of the garden, to condition the soil, and leaf mould is spread in the Spring, 
too. We also needed organic matter and well-rotted chicken much was spread on the garden.  

 

Watering 
The tap which has been installed provides water and water is also recycled from the children's water play 
area. 

 

Chemicals 
Herbicides, fungicides or pesticides are banned, nor is there any attempt to control slugs which don't seem 
numerous anyway. 

 

B2. Resource Management  

The Green 
Allerdale Borough Council have responsibility for the recycling facility at 
the North View Car Park. It accepts brown, clear and green glass, paper, 
plastics, cans and fabric. Waste left here is moved to the recycling plant 
on the old aerodrome.  

The Town Council's Management & Maintenance Plan outlines the need 
to procure material from sustainable sources. For example, any timber 
products/seating must be certified by the Forest Stewardship Council. 
Waste must also be stored safely. 

Any materials that can be recycled are reused as appropriate. Recycling bins are provided at strategic 
points. Green(plant) waste is minimised and what is left is composted in our new composting facility. 
Bedding and bulbs are recycled wherever possible. No peat or peat-containing products are allowed in 
landscaping or gardening work. Plants bought must be grown in a peat free medium. Chippings are used as 
mulch on shrub beds. Bedding and plants are locally sourced, as are any new trees.  Two-tier planters on 
Criffel Street and railing planters at the Community Hall have water reservoirs to reduce the need for 
watering.  Water from the Splash Pad is used for watering the beds. 

Among the 16 hectares of prime open space are the landmark pine plantations and shrubberies. Existing 
trees must be surveyed regularly and structural, pruning, thinning, removals and replacement planting 
done safely. Heed must be taken of the 6-week prior notification to LPA, due to Conservation Area Status. 
Water and energy are used sparingly on the Green and a grey water recycling system has been installed, 

A combination of scrub and open, short grassland on the Green is of particular value for the UK BAP bird 
species such as song thrush, linnet, dunnock and house sparrow. 

A mosaic of coarse grassland, tall ruderal, gorse scrub, heather and dune communities presents an 
interesting and varied character, including lowland acid grassland, a UK biodiversity action plan habitat. 

Note: Elements of Resource Management related to the Bee Garden have been discussed in previous 
pages.  

 

B3. Local Heritage 

Roses 

Rosa Kathleen Ferrier can be found in the Bee Garden on Silloth Green. The 
wife of the local bank manager, Kathleen Ferrier, or Mrs. Wilson as she was 
then, lived in Silloth for some time. Although she became a famous contralto 
after leaving Silloth, it was said Kathleen Ferrier remained riotously good fun, 
generous-hearted and with a distinctly salty sense of humour and a complete 
lack of pretension, traits shared by many Silloth residents. 
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Kathleen made two recordings reputed in their day to outsell those of Vera Lynn and Frank Sinatra – one of 
an operatic aria by Gluck, Chefarò senza Euridice (translated as “What is Life to Me Without Thee?), the 
other of a Northumbrian folk song, Blow the Wind Southerly. One commentator says "Kathleen sang them 
with a sincerity that tugged at the heartstrings. "Kathleen Ferrier died in 1953 at the height of her career. 
Proud of her legacy, Mrs. Wilson in Silloth bears Kathleen's married name.  

 

The Victorian Pagoda 

The Victorian Pagoda on Silloth Green, refurbished with a grant from 
Heritage Lottery, was constructed in the 1850s. Surrounded by tall 
Pine Trees, the Pagoda sits on a grassy mound overlooking the Solway 
Firth. Two benches provide resting places on the way to the top. The 
building has a curved detail to the roof and is largely built of timber 
with a central cast iron column supporting the apex of the roof. 
Fishtailed Westmorland roof slates add quality detailing. 

 

Edwardian Toilets 
The Edwardian toilets on Silloth Green are detailed in the 
Edwardian style and include six cubicles with original cast 
iron cisterns. The wash basins stand below a four-paneled 
mirror, which is also original. All the joinery is polished oak, 
and screens (one curved) hide the w.c. area from the 
doorway. The brick floor is laid in a herringbone pattern and 
the walls are formed with glazed tiles. The survival of this 
building is of considerable heritage significance. 

 

Victorian Shelter 

 
BEFORE REFURBISHMENT                                           

 

 
AFTER REFURBISHMENT 

A 100-year-old, dilapidated 
wooden shelter on Skinburness 
Road was restored and brought 
back to its former glory, with new 
seating installed.  The small paned 
windows which were uncovered 
when the building was stripped 
back were completely refurbished 
and re-glazed which add 
character to building.  It is now a 
pleasant place to sit and look out 
over the Solway Firth. 

 

The Solway Firth 
Natural Heritage - Silloth's position on the Solway Firth provides opportunity for recreational fishing, 
angling, sailing and birdwatching. The landscape is ancient, formed by melting glaciers which eventually 
formed bogs. The Estuary is a huge expanse of mudflats bordered by saltmarsh and natural grasslands. 

 

Areas on the inner Coast spanning both the Dumfries and Cumbrian waters can be viewed as a whole, and 
are designated both as Special Area of Conservation (SAC) under Habitats Directive, and a Special Protection 
Area (SPA) under the Birds Directive, collectively known as the Solway Firth European Marine Site (EMS). 
The SAC designation reflects the importance of the site's marine and coastal habitats including merse 
(saltmarsh), mudflats and reefs. 

 



Page | 23 
 

Large bird populations are supported by the landscapes, particularly in Winter, including Svalbard barnacle 
goose, pink footed goose, whooper swan and pintail as well as waders such as the bar-tailed godwit, golden 
plover, oystercatcher, dunlin, knot, curlew and redshank. 

 

The AONB covers most of the English side of the Solway. The primary purpose is to conserve and enhance 
the natural beauty of the area. Among other projects, the Solway Wetlands Project runs education 
programmes and sessions for schools, colleges and community groups. Visitors can follow a 5-mile trail 
beginning in Silloth and continuing along the shore up to Grune Point, observing rare plants, birds and 
Natterjack toads, one of Britain’s rarest amphibians. The AONB Discovery Centre in Petteril Street  Silloth 
provides information about the heritage and wildlife of the Solway Coast. 

 

B4. Local Environmental Quality 
Town Clean Up 
 

Silloth 'Clean Ups' are organised by Allerdale Borough Council Town Manager. Equipment is provided to 
volunteers from the community and the local school, along with lunch afterwards. The next clean up event 
will be taking place in July.  
 

Litter Picks 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In May, a willing team of nine volunteers took part in litter picking between Causewayhead corner and 
Silloth, and around the parish of Holme Low.  After collecting 20 bags of rubbish, the team had lunch in the 
Community Hall and a well-deserved cup of tea.  The event was organized by the Holme Low Parish 
Projects Group. 

 

The Solway Coast Community Volunteer Group includes many individuals from schools, colleges, groups, 
and locals with an interest in helping to manage the Solway Coast AONB and carry out regular beach litter 
picks during the year. 

 

Allerdale Borough Council are responsible for keeping the streets of Silloth clear of rubbish and employ a 
street cleaner, who was recently honoured for his 25 years of service, with trip to Royal garden party at 
Buckingham Palace.  The Town Council’s grounds maintenance team keep the Green and sports areas clear 
of rubbish, with help from volunteers.  Allerdale provide extra support when there has been a big event on 
the Green such as the Vintage Rally, Silloth Carnival etc. with extra manpower to clear up any litter and 
empty the bins. 

 

Dog Fouling 
Whilst the majority of dog owners in Silloth are responsible, there remains a 
problem with dog waste due to irresponsible dog owners. Allerdale Borough 
Council's policy on dog fouling encourages members of the public to report 
incidences where dog fouling is likely to put public health at risk which can be 
reported via their website. Scooped poops can be placed in any litter bin which are 
regularly emptied.    
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Public Toilets 
There are four sets of public toilets in Silloth which are situated on Criffel St, the bottom of Petteril Street, 
close to the RNLI station and on Skinburness Road. They are cleaned and maintained by staff employed by 
Silloth Town Council and inspected daily.  

 

B5. Pride of Place 
Images and descriptions meeting criteria A. Horticultural Achievement and B. Environmental Responsibility 
highlight the residential, community and business 'in bloom' efforts that indicate, generate and increase 
pride in the community. 

 

 

RNLI volunteers look after the grassy areas of the Green close to the 
station, weeding, mowing and ensuring the area is kept tidy. 
 

 

 

 

 

Rotary Club volunteers care for the Rotary Tree and 
surrounding area on the Green. 

 

Signage 
Signage around the Green informs visitors about the Green’s 
Heritage, the children’s facilities, different features around the 
Green and the location of various points of interest e.g. 
Community Garden and the Bee Garden.  Some informative 
interpretation panels have been put up in the Pagoda to let 
visitors know about the history of the Green and surrounding 
area. 

 

Street name plates are the responsibility of Allerdale Borough 
Council and highway signage is the responsibility of Cumbria County Council.  Any issues are reported to the 
relevant authorities and requests made for repairs to be carried out.  

Street furniture 
The Town Council is responsible for the park benches and bins 
on Silloth Green and its sports areas etc. and undertakes the 
necessary maintenance as required.  Painting of benches takes 
place over the winter months when there is less work to do 
within the park.  The Town Council has a Memorial bench 
policy in place which allows families to purchase a memorial 
bench for a loved one which is sited in a suitable location 
within the park and are maintained on their behalf.  

7.0   Communities & Education 
 

C1. Development and Continuity 
Much has happened in Silloth since the town entered its first Cumbria in Bloom Competition in 2014. The 
'Silloth in Bloom' Team has worked well together, with members supporting existing projects, developing 
new ideas and sharing skills. Moreover, a number of businesses have come on board and have now 
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brightened their shop fronts with hanging baskets and planters. The hope is that other businesses will 
follow their example in future. Volunteers continue to support existing community projects. 

 

Future Plans 
Details of projects which are underway but not yet completed can be found in Section 10 ‘The Way Ahead’. 

 

C2. Communication and Education  
NGN teach 175 school children to stay safe around roadworks in Silloth 
The North of England’s gas distributer, Northern Gas Networks (NGN) recently visited pupils at Silloth 
Primary School to deliver a Play Safe Stay Safe assembly which teaches children to understand the 
importance of staying safe near roadworks. 
 
NGN is currently carrying out a £389,000 gas mains replacement project in Silloth which involves replacing 
7km of old metal mains with new plastic pipes.  
 
The work, which began on Monday 17 April and is expected to last around 17 
weeks, is currently underway on and around Skinburness Road. 
 
The assembly was delivered to all 175 pupils at the school, who are aged between 
four and eleven. After the assembly, the children created posters showcasing what 
they had learnt about safety and ‘stranger danger’.  
 
NGN Customer Care Officer, Stevie Sharp said: “As Silloth is a big project I think it is 
essential to deliver a Play Safe assembly in the school. Our work will continue right 
throughout the school holidays; so, it’s crucial to ensure children are aware of the 
dangers of playing around equipment on site.  The children enjoyed the assembly, 
learned a lot and asked plenty of questions.”  
 
The Silloth project is registered as a Considerate Constructors Scheme site, and as part of the Scheme’s 
pledges, NGN’s Customer Care team visit local schools and charities to explore ways of making a difference 
to the lives of people living where engineers are working. 
 
Mr Brook, Assistant Headteacher of Silloth Primary School said: “Not only did the children learn a lot from 
the assembly so did I! They were completely engrossed, asked questions and learned the values and 
importance of safety on building sites, in an assembly that should be portrayed in all schools. It was very 
interesting.’  
 

 

Our Vision for the Future 

Our vision is to make Silloth's green spaces a model of 

sustainable conservation and responsible planting. We will 

therefore seek the advice of experts, including Natural England 

and our local AONB officers who already manage the reserves 

along our coast. We have already applied to funding bodies 

such as the 'Coastal Communities Fund' to help with our 

further plans, and we know we can rely on our community as a 

major element in the future sustainability of all we do. 
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Solway Coast AONB 
The Solway Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) was designated in December 1964 in 
recognition of the quality of its landscape and its significant historic and scientific interest. It stretches from 
Rockcliffe in the North to Maryport in the South, covering about 115 square kilometres of the Solway Plain. 
The primary purpose of this designation is to conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the area. 
 
The Solway Coast AONB plays a very important role in educating people on how to look after this special 
area. 

  
Dr Brian Irving, Manager of the Solway Coast AONB spending a great afternoon with a local school learning 
about the beach & dune environment. 

 

Silloth in Bloom Website/Blog 
A dedicated website was set up for Silloth in Bloom - 
https://sillothinbloom.wordpress.com/ - to provide on-line information 
about 'Silloth in Bloom’ and the campaign to establish Silloth as a 
Cumbria and Britain in Bloom winner.  We are indebted to our former 
Community Engagement Officer, Anna Malina for setting up the website 
and Facebook page for Silloth in Bloom. 

 

Silloth in Bloom Facebook Page 
https://www.facebook.com/sillothinbloom/ The Facebook site was set up to spread the word 
about Silloth in Bloom and provide links to more expansive information on the Silloth in Bloom 
website and elsewhere. 
 

Silloth Green Website 
http://www.sillothgreen.co.uk  provides news and information about the Green, also its development 
in the context of the town. 
http://www.sillothgreen.co.uk/e-learning/ The e-Learning Section of the Silloth Green website 
provides access to information and illustrations relating to the Green, the Community Garden and the Bee 
Garden. 
http://www.sillothgreen.co.uk/portfolio/silloth-1850-to-1999/  The Heritage Archive highlights key 
areas of development and changes to the town and the Green over time. 
 

Leaflets 
Tourism leaflets produced for Silloth Green provide information about features and events on the Green, 
the Community and Bee Gardens, volunteers and 'our little visitors.' (See Appendix 4) 

 

Signage on The Green 
Signage around the Green informs visitors about the Green's Heritage, the children’s facilities, different 

http://www.facebook.com/sillothinbloom/
http://www.sillothgreen.co.uk/
http://www.sillothgreen.co.uk/e-learning/
http://www.sillothgreen.co.uk/portfolio/silloth-1850-to-1999/


Page | 27 
 

features around the Green and the location of various points of interest, e.g. the Community Garden and 
the Bee Garden. 
 

Press Coverage 
Press releases promoting 'in bloom' activities are sent out to local newspapers, TV and radio stations as well 
as Cumbria Life and the local community newspaper which is delivered to all households in Silloth. (See 
Appendix 3) 

 

Silloth  Town Council 
Silloth Town Council, who oversee Silloth Green, have a website and Facebook Page, providing a wide range 
of information about the Green, the town and the Town Council. 
 

Flyers 
Flyers were created encouraging more business involvement and providing care information for the 
hanging baskets and planters they had already delivered to businesses. A flyer was also circulated via 
Facebook, to encourage residents to tidy up their gardens. (See Appendix 4) 
 

Heritage Rose and Bee Garden 
At this stage, while the garden is still being developed and tweaked, it is still a garden for the community, 
rather than by the community. Vivian Russell has a few helpers from time to time, and as visitors are 
becoming more familiar with the garden, more offers of help are coming in. 

 
At the moment though, Vivian spends a lot of time answering questions, giving advice and showing people 
around. 

 
This year, Vivian went to Caldew School at Dalston, to talk to the youngsters about bees and helped them 
make their bee hotels.  

Lectern 
With content by Vivian Russell, the two identical Interpretation 
Panels on either side of the garden provide information on the 
site's history, concept and management. A wide range of insect 
species, many of which visitors will never have heard of, are 
highlighted.  The idea is that if people are interested, this is a 
potted introduction to what the insects are, their lives and life 
cycles. 
 

Bee Garden Education Cards 
Bee garden expert, Vivian Russell, was commissioned by the Town Council to design education cards that 
would provide young people with important information about bees, common butterflies, moths, 
caterpillars, ladybirds, solitary wasps, social wasps and hoverflies. These insects were photographed in the 
Bee Garden in 2015. The aim was to help youngsters identify or at least familiarize themselves with the 
most common bees and butterflies, and introduce them to the rarer ones too. A brief summary of who they 
are and how they live is on the back of each card. 200 sets of cards, with 30 separate cards in each pack, 
have been produced and will be made available to schools and visitors (including 'in bloom' judges). 
 

Silloth Bees Facebook Page 
A Facebook page for 'Silloth Bees' - https:// www.facebook.com/Silloth- 
BEES-1457517021223638/ reports on various insects, gives advice, or highlights items of interest, e.g. 
encouraging dandelions. It will provide a record of the development of the garden, through the year.  
 

http://www.facebook.com/Silloth-
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C3. Community Involvement  

Silloth Cubs 
Youngsters from the Silloth Cubs group who meet at St Andrew’s Hall every week enjoyed planting up some 
new tubs with a variety of plants which will also contribute towards a new badge. Instruction sheets were 
provided to assist them in caring for the plants over the summer months.   
 

  

 

 
In the Autumn, when the plants have started to die back, the tubs will be cleared and the children will have 
the opportunity to plant some bulbs ready for Springtime.  
 

Christ Church 
Volunteers from Christ Church planting up some 
tubs for around the war memorial and at the 
entrance to the Church. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Solway Coast AONB 

The Solway Coast Community Volunteer Group includes many individuals from schools, colleges, groups 
and locals with an interest in helping to manage this special area. Activities range from hard physical work 
to guided walks and the enjoyment of being part of an active and lively team. 

Cycling, walking, bird watching, beach litter picks, even joining in with hedge laying training, can provide 
healthy activities all year round. 

Residents, businesses, organisations and groups as well as Councillors have an important role to play and 
many get involved in the community's 'in bloom' efforts. As illustrated throughout this portfolio, a number 
of Bloom projects have been supported by members of the community, including: 
 

• Community Garden 

• Heritage Rose and Bee Garden 

• Christ Church War Memorial 
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• Planting along Criffel Street and Lawn Terrace  

• Millennium Mosaic 

• Cement Planters Fountain Monument 

• Two tiered Planters  

• Sweet Pea Planters 

• Rotary Club Tree 

• Discovery Centre Garden 

• Community Hall 

• RNLI Tidy Up 

• Silloth Cubs Planters 

 

C4. Year-Round Involvement 
Silloth Town Council Maintenance Team work throughout the year to maintain the Green and look after 
Eden Street Sports area, also cutting the grass in summer on the Green and in other parts of the town. 

 
During the growing season, volunteers keep on top of weeding the beds along Criffel Street, also the 
Community Garden and the Bee Garden. In late Autumn, fallen leaves are gathered and bagged for compost 
and the necessary work will be done to 'put the gardens to sleep' for the winter. 

 
In order to leave seeds for the birds, and give caterpillars pupating into cocoons under the soil, or ladybirds 
and other insects, hibernating in leaf litter, protection from frost and rain, the winter tidy up in the Bee 
Garden is kept to an absolute minimum. Even in late spring, while weeding or planting, Vivian Russell has 
dug up several cocoons or caterpillars pupating under the soil, and after photographing them for ID, she has 
carefully replaced them. 

 
The months ahead should see continuing efforts to encourage more business and more members of the 
local community get involved in future. 

 

C5. Funding and Support 
 

• Silloth-on-Solway Community Shop - £500 to Friends of the Green for the Community Garden 

• Northern Gas Networks - £500 towards Britain in Bloom preparations 

• Allerdale Borough Council - £10,000 towards Britain in Bloom preparations and supporting the various 
projects 

• Free donations of wood chippings following pollarding done to the streets around the town 

• Free grass cuttings from the Bowling Club 

• Support from Allerdale street scene team on the clean-up event and for the loan of equipment and 
provision of rubbish bags for Community litter pick. 

• West Side Stories - Grants to fund a new garden have been received from Cumbria County Council, 
CWU union and a donation from the Cumberland Inn, from their Cumberfest event. 
 

Businesses in Town 
In the Spring of 2017, Don and Chris Graham, Silloth Chamber of Trade, visited businesses in the town to 
encourage them to brighten up their shop fronts with hanging baskets and planters. 66 bloom displays were 
purchased and, as can be seen from Section A, the blooms have succeeded in brightening the town 
immensely. The hope is these displays will encourage more businesses to lend their support. 

 

The Golf Hotel 
The Golf Hotel is privately owned and run by Mr. Philip Cueto, who took over the hotel in April 2016.  This 
historic landmark hotel in the centre of the town, overlooks the Community Garden and Silloth Green. The 
Hotel has undergone considerable refurbishment over the last 12 months and despite work being carried 
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out, the Britain in Bloom judges stayed at the Hotel in 2016 and it also hosted the community reception 
afterwards. Mr Cueto has been a big support to Silloth in Bloom and this year the Hotel will be hosting the 
Cumbria in Bloom Awards ceremony in September. 
 

GOLF HOTEL UNDERGOING REFURBISHMENT EXTERIOR AFTER RECEIVING A SMART NEW         
COAT OF PAINT 

PHILIP CUETO, OWNER OF THE GOLF HOTEL TAKING 
DELIVERY OF TUBS IN SUPPORT OF SILLOTH IN BLOOM 

 

Northern Gas Networks 
The streets of Silloth have undergone some considerable 
upheaval this year due to some major works undertaken by 
Northern Gas Networks, to replace all the gas mains in and 
around the town.  After consulting with the Council prior to 
starting work it was agreed that work on Criffel Street would be 
done first and then gradually working away from the town 
centre, in an attempt to cause as little disruption as possible 
during Silloth’s busy summer season.  The company have been 
working closely with local businesses and residents to keep 
everyone informed of what is planned and have also been 
helping the local community in a number of ways.   
 

 
 

 

• Playsafe in Silloth Primary School 

• Moky fit dancing in Silloth Primary School as part of Health action 

week. Also providing bananas and water for the school kids.   

• Safety poster competition at Silloth Primary school. 

• Donated £200 to the Toy soldier museum (for new leaflets to be 

printing)   

• Donated £500 to Silloth in Bloom  

• Moky fit in Silloth care home as part of activities. 

Future activities include:- 

• Painting Solway school 

• Helping to revamp Solway school gardens  

• Raising funds via a charity painting for Solway school, school bus and 
bikes.  

• Contributing with events in the carnival.  
 

Carrs Mill 
Carrs Mill, the large building beside the docks, opened in 1905 to produce flour – it now also produces farm 
foods. It was built beside the dock so that ships could off-load the grain directly into the mill.  The building 
is quite prominent in the town and visible from the Green. 

 

THE CHAIR AND SECRETARY OF SILLOTH IN BLOOM 

BEING PRESENTED WITH A CHEQUE FOR £500 

SOLDIERS IN SILLOTH MUSEUM BEING 

PRESENTED WITH A CHEQUE FOR £200 
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Silloth in Bloom approached Carrs Mill to ask if they would consider replacing/repairing the fence which 
runs along the edge of their car park, between the Lawn Terrace entrance to the Mill and the Doctor's 
surgery.  

In 2017, the theme for RHS Britain in Bloom is 
Greening Grey Britain for wildlife which can 
include a green space that could be improved for 
wildlife by adding more nectar and pollen-rich 
plants.  Below is a photo of a wildflower verge in 
Gloucester which is what will be done in front of 
Carrs Mill.   
 

In the Autumn, daffodils and tulips will also be planted along the top of the bank, to add 
some colour in the Springtime. 

 

The Pond at Barracks Bridge – sponsored and maintained by Harrisons  
The area known locally as The Pond at Barracks Bridge was tidied up and cleared in 2016 by family business 
Harrisons in support of Silloth in Bloom. The area has been kept tidy and was part of the community litter 
pick in May organized by Holme Low Parish Projects Group. Holme Low Parish Council maintain the seat 
there and have requested a bin to be sited there to encourage people not to drop their litter.  
 

Eden & Skiddaw Street Project – sponsored and maintained by Stanwix 
Holiday Park 

Stanwix Holiday Park owners sponsored the town's 'in bloom' 
efforts with new landscaping and planting on Eden Street and 
Skiddaw Street. Work began in May 2016.  Space was made for two 
benches set on decorative paving which is a popular place for 
people to sit and watch the world go by. The newly dug border was 
planted with a variety of shrubs and then surrounded with 
attractive crushed stone to give a warm colour to the scene. A 

privet hedge was planted behind the benches to give some 
protection from wind and this in turn has been protected by a 
temporary green mesh which will be removed once the hedge has 
established itself. The new work has greatly enhanced the entrance 
to Hylton Park and brightens up what previously a very dull corner.  
 

This is the second year and the beds have really come into their 
own and provide a real splash of colour.  The benches provide a 
popular meeting place for locals to sit and watch the world go by.  

 

 

 

 

PHOTO TAKEN IN 2016 SOON AFTER WORK WAS COMPLETED 

PHOTO TAKEN PRIOR TO WORK BEING DONE 

PHOTOS TAKEN IN 2017 
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8.0 Calendar 2016/17 
 

August 
• Britain in Bloom judges visit. 

• Silloth Carnival on Silloth Green. 
 

September  
• Silloth Community Craft Show - Craft Show including Children, Baking, Handicrafts, Floral and Garden 

Produce Sections, with one of the cups sponsored by the Town Council. 

• Silloth Food, Craft & Film Fair on Silloth Green 

• Silloth Music & Beer Festival 

• Cumbria in Bloom Awards Ceremony held at Penrith which was attended by representatives from the 
Silloth in Bloom team 

October 
• Britain in Bloom UK Finals Awards Ceremony at the Edgbaston Stadium at Birmingham. 

 

November  
• Vivian Russell received the Local Authority Bees' Needs Award from Lord Gardiner at Kew Gardens for 

the Heritage Rose & Bee Garden. 
 

January  
• Bloom Finalists’ Seminar at Nottingham which was attended by Bill Jefferson (Chair of Silloth in Bloom), 

Wendy Jameson (Secretary) and Tony Markley (Chairman of Silloth Town Council). 

• Silloth in Bloom Community team meeting to discuss projects for the coming year. 
 

February  
• Silloth announced as a Finalist in the 2017 Britain in Bloom competition. 

  

March  
• A litter pick took place on Silloth West Beach on Monday 6th March organised by the AONB team. 

• Tree maintenance around the town carried out by Cumbria County Council, with 112 trees 
pollarded/pruned. Chipped wood was taken to the new composting facility, some of which was 
composted and some used to dress the shrub beds. 

• Fly a Flag for the Commonwealth in the Community Garden attended by representatives from the local 
schools and local community. 

• Meeting with Toni Magean to formulate plans for the planting of the flowerbeds and planters and 
advise on extra planting in the Community Garden. 

• Liaise with local businesses to confirm their floral requirements for this years’ tubs and baskets. 

• Meeting with Rae Beckwith (BiB lead judge) at Penrith, along with the other three Cumbrian Britain in 
Bloom finalists, for guidance and advice.  Attended by the Chair and Secretary of Silloth in Bloom. 

 

April 
• Meeting with WI ladies at the Discovery Centre garden to consider ways of improving and adding new 

plants to the garden. 

• Construction and installation of some bird boxes for the garden at the Discovery Centre by the Town 
Council’s grounds maintenance team. 
 

May 
• Removal of large Phormium plant from Discovery Centre garden which was split and resited on the 

Green.  
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• Planting of various shrubs to fill gaps in the shrub beds on the Green. 

• Meeting with representatives from Cumbria in Bloom to discuss arrangements for the Cumbria in 
Bloom Awards ceremony in September which Silloth is hosting this year. 

• Visit from representatives from Grange in Bloom, who were given a guided tour of key features on the 
Green by the Chair and Secretary and provided with lunch afterwards. 

• A community litter pick took place between Silloth and Causewayhead, organised by Holme Low Parish 
Projects Group 

• Creation and planting of a new herb bed at the Discovery Centre garden. 

• Silloth Green Day 
 

June 

• Installation of new trellis and construction of wooden troughs for the sweet peas on Criffel Street.  
• Planting of the Criffel Street beds and planters with colourful summer bedding. 

• Planting of the tubs around the War Memorial and entrance to Christ Church by volunteers from the 
church. 

• Walkabout with representatives of Silloth Town Council, Allerdale and County Council to identify key 
areas in need of attention. 

• Digging out the raised beds at the Community Garden which had become overgrown and re-siting 
some of the mature plants which could be salvaged elsewhere in the garden and replanting with a 
range of sensory plants. 

• Planting up of four planters by local Cubs/Scouts group to brighten up the entrance to St Andrew’s 
Hall. 

• Silloth Vintage Rally 
 

July 
• Green Flag judging of Silloth Green 

• Cumbria in Bloom judging 

• Tidy Team clean up event 
 

 August 
• Britain in Bloom judging 

• Silloth Carnival 
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9.0 The Way Ahead 
Silloth’s involvement with Cumbria in Bloom and Britain in Bloom is acting as a catalyst for additional 
projects to enhance the town which is of benefit to visitors and local residents alike.  

 

Silloth Tourism Action Group (STAG) Hudson Planter to commemorate Silloth 
Airfield 
Silloth Airfield, located 1 mile (1.6 km) north-east of Silloth, opened in June 1939, just before the start of 
WW2 and closed on 31 December 1960. In 2014, Silloth Tourism Action Group (STAG) were allocated funds 
by Heritage Lottery to tell the story of the airfield during the war years and preserve its rich history. Much 
was achieved (see https://sillothairfield.wordpress.com) 

The old aerodrome is still in use, providing space for commercial businesses and a Sunday Market. To 
celebrate the town’s involvement in WW2 and support ‘in bloom’, STAG has designed a permanent planting 
structure based on the shape of a WW2 Hudson plane. The planter will be made of stainless steel with solid 
hull underneath and banked at an angle to provide a good view of the flowers. STAG will fund the project 
and use funds donated by the family of a former aero engineer, Rex Morris, who served at 22MU Sil loth 
during the War.  

 

 

 

Drawings for the Hudson planter have been given to Gen2 at Workington. The planter is to be a project for 
a group of their youngsters who are undertaking training in engineering. Gen2, established in 2000 as a 
joint venture company to provide a shared engineering and technology training capabilities for the region. 
They did a similar project a few years ago and created a large galleon which now has pride of place at 
Maryport, as a floral feature. 

 

West Side Stories 
A group called West Side Stories was set up about 2 years ago, with its main purpose being to improve the 
lives of the residents of West Silloth. The group are developing plans for an area of land owned by Silloth 
Town Council, which they have kindly said they can develop to provide a facility for all ages to enjoy. The 
first stage of the plan is to build a small community garden, which will be child led with adult supervision, to 
this end they have managed to find a gardener who will advise them and guide them in the early stages. 

TONY MARKLEY & ANGUS EMMERSON CHECKING OUT THE 

DRAWING FOR THE HUDSON PLANTER TO COMMEMORATE 

SILLOTH AIRFIELD 

https://sillothairfield.wordpress.com/
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Grants to fund this garden have been received from Cumbria County Council, CWU union and a donation 
from the Cumberland Inn, from their Cumberfest event. 

The second stage is providing fencing for the area. They are in the process of getting quotes for the fencing. 
The costs of this part of the project is approximately £20,000 and have so far managed to get a grant of 
£5,000 from the Hellrigg Community Fund, and are now looking at other grants including Comic Relief and 
Children in Need. 

The final stage is building an under 10’s playground, with this in mind they have met with 3 companies, 
Jupiter, Wicksteeds and Playdale, who specialise in this field. This part of the plan will cost around £40,000-
£50,000. Funding for this will only be looked at following the completion of the first two stages. 

Fundraising has continued, we have held successful sports day and children’s Christmas party at the 
Cumberland Inn, at present we are looking at collaborating with another organisation for a larger event 
later in the year, which we hope will take place on the green. STAG have been very supportive and we look 
forward to working with them. Proceeds from last year’s fundraising has paid for a new noticeboard, which 
is situated opposite Golf Terrace. The Scarecrow Competition was expanded to cover both residents and 
businesses in the area and the group intent to hold the competition again this year in October, with the 
theme of Halloween, and they will be also holding a pumpkin decorating competition at the same time. 

They are also part the working party looking at healthier living in the town. The group have applied for an 
allotment with a view to teaching children where food comes from and how it is grown. 

 

                               

 

Memorial plaque for lost firemen 
60 years ago four firemen died during a rescue attempt in the Solway Firth.  47-year-old John Johnstone, 
43-year-old Alex Ramsay, 37-year-old Joseph Bell and Stanley Graham who was 29, died after heading out 
on a sea rescue boat from Grune Point in Skinburness in 1956. They were part-time firefighters and went 
out in strong winds and rough seas in response to reports of a man in trouble on the marshes. No trace of 
the man was ever found and it's believed it could have been a false alarm. 

In December of last year, two services were held to commemorate the 60-year anniversary, one held near 
the site where they launched the boat and the other at the Lifeboat station.  

The Town Council received a request from the family of one of the men for some sort of memorial in the 
town to commemorate the tragic loss.  Various options were considered including statues, a memorial 
bench or plaque etc. The Solway Woodcarving Group have agreed to carve a commemorative plaque which 
will be a group project, with individual members or small groups carving individual pieces for the plaque.  
The finished plaque will then be sited near the RNLI Lifeboat Station and a floral bed created in front of it. 
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• Dr Anna Malina, former Community Engagement Officer for Silloth, principal author of the 2016 
Portfolio document, many elements of which have been carried into the 2017 Portfolio, along with 
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• Silloth-on-Solway Community Shop 

• Silloth-on-Solway Golf Club 

• Silloth RNLI – Eddie Studholme & Team 

• Silloth Cubs 
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• Silloth Tourism Action Group – Hudson Airplane project 

• Stanwix Park Holiday – provision and planting of beds at Skiddaw Street 
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Apologies if anyone has been missed.  Many thanks, your input has been important and has 
contributed to the final outcome
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Appendix 1.  Plants used in the Annual Displays along Criffel Street 
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Appendix 2.  Plants in the Bee Garden 
 

 

WELCOME TO THE BEE GARDEN 
 

The Interpretation Panel at each entrance to the Bee Garden has information on the origin, purpose 

and management of the garden and a list of 'Top Plants for Bees,' which can be photographed. Here 

they are: 
 

Wild flower Border 
 

This is planted with a hardy mix of annuals and perennials that encourage biodiversity. Some provide 

forage for our less common species of solitary bees who often prefer wild flowers, others for solitary 

wasps, and there are nectar and larval food plants for moths and butterflies. 
 

Anise or Mexican Hyssop  

Bee balm or Bergamot  

Bedstraws 

Betony 
Bird's Foot Trefoil  
Campion  
Cornflower  
Dandelion 
Devil's bit Scabious  
Figwort  
Hawkweed 
Kidney Vetch  
Knapweed  
Macedonian Scabious 
Mayweeds - Corn chamomile and Corn marigold 
Nettle leaf Campanula  
Scabious 
Small Teasel  
Sneezewort Tansy 
Umbellifers - e.g. Wild carrot, Cow Parsley  
Viper's bugloss 

Yellow Chamomile 
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Appendix 2.  Plants in the Bee Garden 
 

Butterflies and Moths 
 

Here are some favourite nectar sources for butterflies, and deep and/or scented flowers for 

moths: 
 

Buddleja 'Glasnevin Blue' and Buddleja 'Lochinch' 

Coreopsis 
Dahlias - Collarette varieties  
Echinacea 'Double-deckers' 
Evening Primrose and  
Fragrant Evening Primrose (Eleuthera stricta) 
Eryngium olanum 'Blue Hobbit' and e. 'Big Blue' 
Erysimum 'Bowles's Mauve'  
Helenium 'Sahin's Early' 
Hemp Agrimony - Joe's Pye Weed  
Hesperis 

Lysimachia clethroides 
Nicotiana & Night scented stock for night flying moths 

Phlox 
Rudbeckia 'Goldstrum'  
Salvia nemerosa 'Caradonna'  
Sea Kale 
Sedum spectabile  
Sweet Rocket  
Verbena bonariensis 

Yarrow - Achillea 'Credo' 
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Appendix 3.   Press Cuttings 
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Appendix 4.  Leaflets, Posters & Flyers 
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Appendix 5.  Community Garden 

 

Community Garden Early June 2017 

 

General impression of the whole garden 

 

A lot of the plants such as lavender, nepeta, rosemary and several types of shrubs have 

become old and woody and need replacing.  As it was late in the season to be starting on all 

the garden at once, smaller areas have to be tackled in stages. 

 

By autumn more beds can be revamped by relocating some of the shrubs.  The very sandy 

soil is mainly just a spades depth on the top of very hard sandy gravel.  Well-rotted cow 

manure and blood, fish and bone meal needs to be added before new plants can be put in. 
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The Large Central Bed 

 

 

This is a large bed that had been laid out with meadow turf.  Over the years it had become 

weedy and untidy and did not enhance the rest of the garden. 

 

It was dug over and all the weeds removed along with the white plastic mesh.  Well-rotted 

cow manure several years old was spread along with blood, fish and bone meal to help 

enrich the very dry sandy soil.  When choosing the plants for this bed the following points 

needed to be considered –  

1. The shallow very sandy free draining soil. 

2. As far as possible interesting plants for all four seasons. 

3. Butterfly and bee friendly plants. 

4. An interesting colour scheme.  (Purples, whites and yellows were used to give cohesion 

to this part of the garden). 

5. ‘Meadow’ type plants mainly hardy perennials with some biennials and annuals to give a 

nod to the previous meadow bed. 

6. Grasses for structure and interest. 

7. Scented plants.  (Will probably be things like annual stocks for next year). 
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The following is a list of plants used so far in this bed. 

 

Bronze Fennel 

Miscanthus ‘Morning Light’ – tall grass 

Carex Elata Aurea – yellow grass 

Sedum – Matrona and Munstead Red 

Verbena Bonariensis 

Verbena Santos Purple 

Lupins – purple, yellow and white 

Coreopsis, Up Tick 

Veronica, Moody Blues 

Daisy, Leucanthemum Real Dream 

Helenium, Double Trouble 

Gaillardia, Mesa Peach 

Rudbeckia, Goldsturm 

Phlox Paniculata, Pina Colada 

Verbascum, purple and white 

Cosmos, Lemon Sherbert 
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Front Raised Beds (Sensory Plants) 

 

The plants had totally outgrown the space.  The four rosemary plants and four nepeta 

plants along with old grasses were virtually all that was left and they were woody and 

sprawling. 

As this is an easily accessible area, it seemed a shame not to take full advantage of this 

space by planting aromatic, colourful and touchable plants. 

It is a good height for easily seeing and touching the plants without having to bend down so 

wheelchair users and other less mobile people can enjoy it. 

Because the front raised beds are such a focal point to the whole garden they need to be a 

strong interesting feature. 

 

Points considered when choosing the plants –  

1. Plants for dry free draining soil 

2. Scented flowers and aromatic leaves 

3. Touchable plants 

4. Bee and butterfly friendly plants 

5. Trailing plants to grow over the edge 

6. Colourful 
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The following is a list of plants chosen for the raised sensory beds –  

Mints 

Ginger (Mentha xgracilis) 

Apple (Mentha suaveolens) 

Moroccan (Mentha spicata) 

 

Sage, Nachtvlinder (Salvia jamensis) 

Sage, Blackcurrant (Salvia jamensis ‘Hot Lips’) 

Sage, Honey Melon (Salvia elegans) 

Sage, Pineapple (Golden Delicious) (Salvia elegans) 

Sage, Tangerine (Salvia, elegans) 

Chocolate Cosmos (Cosmos astrosanguineus) 

Chamomile (Camaemelum nobile) 

Tobacco Plant, Nicotiana 

Rosemary Blue Lagoon (Rosmarinus officinalis) 

Lavender Munstead (Lavandula) 

Lambs Ears (Stachys byzantina) 

Lemon Variegated Thyme (Thymus citriodorus variegatus) 

Curry Plant (Helichrysum italicum) 

Wormwood ‘Powis Castle’, Artemisia 

Dianthus 

French Lavender (Lavendula stoechas) 

Stocks (Matthiola incana) 

Sweet Alyssum (Lobularia maritima) 

Variegated Lemon Balm (Melissa officinalis variegate) 

Golden Marjoram (origanum aureum green) 

Oregano 

Rock Hyssop, blue 

Hyssopus officinalis aristatus 

Pink Hyssop Hyssopus officinalis roseus 
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Bee and Bug House 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On closer inspection, the Bee and Bug House was found to be purely ornamental.  The 

structure had no backing and the shelves not enough depth to protect it from the wind and 

rain.  The logs were only drilled with very shallow holes not suitable for bees and other 

insects. 

 

To make it functional for wildlife a wooden back was attached.  The shelves were then 

stuffed with hay and a variety of things added including bamboo cane bundles, clay flower 

pots, air bricks, and pine cones. 

 

To further enhance the wildlife corner a small wood pile was added and a Harts Tongue 

fern planted. 

 

Where possible wildlife friendly plants have been planted throughout and this is an 

important aspect of the Community Garden.  However other factors, like the attractiveness 

of a plant and its scent, are considered as well to make it a garden that is appealing for 

people as well. 
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Future plans for the garden 

 

From Autumn onwards further new planting and clearing out of old worn out shrubs needs 

to be done.  

Spring flowering bulbs can be planted choosing the most appropriate ones for each space.  

For example scented Narcissi Jonquilla for the Sensory Area. 

 

Also summer flowering bulbs such as alliums can be planted in the large bed. 

Two Malus ‘Gorgeous’ could be planted in the small beds either side of the path leading to 

the Rotary tree.  They would add to year-round interest in the garden. 

 

Lots of plants are currently being raised from seed and there should hopefully be plenty to 

choose from for planting in autumn and the following spring. 

The following is a short list of some of them –  

Achillea 

Echinacea 

Poppy 

Aquilegia 

Shasta Daisy 

Lupin  

Hardy geranium 

Cardoon 

Erigeron 

Verbascum chaixii 
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